
 
Village of Carey - Minutes  

Meeting Date:  January 6, 2020 
 

The Village of Carey Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Rathburn presiding.  The 
meeting was called to order and followed by a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.  The 
Mayor swore in council members Melissa Cole and Zach Wick to their respective council terms.  
Council members Bob Styer, Chase Fletcher, Anthony Fletcher, Melissa Cole and Zach Wick were 
present.  Employees in attendance were Administrator Roy Johnson, Fiscal Officer Laura Ewing, 
Village Assistant Administrator Nathan Curtis, Utility Office Supervisor Tammy Orians, Electric 
Department Supervisor Jeremy Traxler, Fire Chief Chad Snyder, Public Works Department Supervisor 
Brian Spencer, Police Chief Henry Brettrager, Human Resources Officer Michelle Fischbach, Waste 
Water Supervisor Jim Hunt and Solicitor Kathryn Collins.  Media in attendance were Angie Huston with 
the Progressor Times and Jim Maurer with The Courier.  Visitor in attendance was Ashley Wick and 
Bentley Rathburn. 
 
Council President:  Cole nominated Troiano for the 2020 Council President and Wick nominated 
himself for the 2020 Council President.  The Mayor asked for a Roll Call vote for Troiano as 2020 
Council President.  Roll call Vote: Yes (4) C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher, Cole & Styer.  No (1) Wick.  
Troiano was voted as the 2020 Council President.   
 
Minutes: Cole motioned to approve the minutes from the regular council meeting on December 16, 
2019, seconded by Wick.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (5) Styer, Cole, C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher & Wick.  No (0), 
Abstain (0), motion approved.   
 
Visitors:   

 
 Administration: 

1 Cameras are functional for the YWTS site, and some additional cameras are being added to 
system to provide video surveillance of the problem areas in the parks. Hopefully the new systems will 
act to curb the vandalism & abuse at both locations.  
2 Major headway is being accomplished in construction of the new oxidation ditch at the WW 
plant. Just a few small sections of concrete remain to be poured for the vessel. The block walls of the 
headworks building have been completed and now await two things – ONE, the larger & heavier, 
influent screening device, pumps, etc., which will be much easier to install through the roof opening. And 
TWO consistently moderate temps so they can complete the brick facade outside the block wall. 
3 Council members please take note of the cyan colored, updated WyCo Alert Network Directories 
which has been placed at your seat. In the event of a natural disaster or other emergency event, this book 
will eliminate the normal scramble for contacts and info. It also contains a form, used for each event to be 
sure who reports to who and also who the official Public Information Officer – the source for any news 
updates or warnings. Lots of good information, even up to the federal level, if & when they might be 
required.  This is also a good source to reference in the several disaster readiness plans we already have 
in place for our various utility systems.  
4 This item is a reminder of the Annual Chamber Dinner being held on Jan 27, 2020 at Moreno’s 
Vault 109 W Findlay St. Networking @ 6 PM and Dinner @ 6:30 PM. Time again for a State of the 
Village message, Bright Star and Spotlight Awards, as well as the look forward for the Chamber. 
5 This item is new to council (and Administration) and is both an update and a support request. The 
fire dept is looking to purchase a new chassis for the Water Tanker, (current is a 1978). The intent is to 
have the department make the purchase, repaying a note over time, probably 7-10 years. The problem 
comes with the need to have the village co-sign the note. Otherwise, it requires backing by personal 
credit of the dept officers. If the title for the new chassis is in the name of the village, as the other trucks, 



it is not a problem to help.  If in the name of the department, then the personal credit comes back into 
play.   In the past, the dept has bought all or part of other items, like turnout gear, gas detectors, SCBA’s 
and simply dedicated ownership to the village. But since this is a larger purchase, we felt it should be 
made known to the council that we were doing so. The details are in the packet for both a 7yr and a 10yr 
Loan.  Styer motioned to co-sign on the emergency tank truck loan for the fire department, seconded by 
Wick.   Roll Call Vote: Yes (5) Styer, Cole, C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher & Wick.  No (0), Abstain (0), 
motion approved.  
6 This item is one that is long overdue. We have a crucial need to purchase a new plowtruck w/ a 
spreader. We already have the Gledhill plow assembly that we can reuse, and the truck we are asking to 
purchase will replace an unreliable 26 yr old unit that has been our only backup. That truck needs a great 
deal of work to make it reliable again – in the vicinity of $50,000, and will still be a 26 yr old truck. The 
cost of the new truck is approx. $170,000 and we can buy it as a demo, outfitted with everything we 
would have specced out, for about $136K - $141K, (the only difference being a front loaded loan, or a 
final payment adjusted loan) either way annual payment for a 5 yr LPA is just a little over $29K or 
slightly under $29K.  
 So, my proposal has two options. If we agree that we need to replace the oldest unit, moving the 
2004 to the backup position, we could take a little out of each fund that is supported by this truck, or 
declare it a direct capital expense and pull completely from the 401-801-5-2551 as this year’s 
administrative project. Either way, we will need legislation to make the purchase. Once again the prices 
are “at or below” state bid, so we can expedite the process through existing legislation.  Styer motioned 
to approve the three year lease to buy of a new dump truck with a snowplow, seconded by Wick.  Roll 
Call Vote: Yes (5) Styer, Cole, C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher & Wick.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   
7 We have crossed a major threshold with the AMI System install. Majority of the meters are in 
place for residential users, but there are still some of the Large Power classification who still need to 
coordinate with our forces and the entities scheduled shutdowns. Plus, AMP reports they are still 
completing the headend equipment and software, but they are already able to receive data from portions 
of the collectors – a very good sign!  
8 This item is a follow-up to council on the potential Crawfordsville water project. Having 
received and shared preliminary estimates for 1) providing nominal domestic water service alone, 2) for 
the service large enough to provide for domestic use AND fire protection (which in all probability, 
OhioEPA is going to require) and 3) the option which would be optimal for both the protection and 
operation of our Public Water Supply’s distribution scenarios, but is also the most expensive of the 
estimates presented, so I am a little concerned the project is being slightly misrepresented. 
  The base cost would be about $2.5-2.7M just to responsibly get to a master meter, 
which we would site in the area served, then another $.6 - .7 M to install distribution service lines, taps, 
meter pits and meters for each individual house. AND, those figures are without contingencies or 
engineering. Lumping those two items together, they account for about $.8M therefore, the price tag, “all 
in” is closer to $3.5M and it is yet to be determined who would pay for the above, and what financial 
vehicle would be used to finance it. Similar projects have implemented a flat utility or infrastructure fee 
in addition to the routine usage costs, until the project was paid in full.    
  In this case, at $3.5M, debt service on a 30 year note would be approx. 
$162/month, and the debt service on a 25 year note would be about $194.50/month, IF all 60 residents 
discussed would actually participate. Fewer would increase these numbers. It would be up to each 
resident to weigh this cost against what they are paying for specialty treatment systems and/or hauling 
fresh, potable water and using a cistern.  As presented at their meeting, RCAP believes there might even 
be some grant dollars to offset a portion of the install cost, presumably lowering any necessary long term 
note amounts.   
  This whole project would need to be closely monitored to not become a detriment 
to our existing PWS compliance with drinking water regs. Not become a burden for our operators. And 



not create dead spots or stagnant water in the system, existing or new.  Lots of moving parts here and we 
do not need an albatross around our necks. 
9 Recycling schedules for the week of January 20th will remain in place. Monday for the west side, 
Tuesday for the east side & Wednesday for cardboard.  It is also noted for the public that the red bins 
available will be required. We have been pretty lenient in the past, but now, with the new higher trailer 
bins, the crew cannot lift the larger containers to dump them. It is also noted that those wishing to use 
these larger containers may use the stationary trailer and cardboard slot across from the Fire Hall.     And 
last, please note, the Village Offices will be open on the 20th. 
10 We have begun the information gathering phase for the upcoming Sewer Rate Study. 
This is another step in the plan which had been outlined last summer, to review all the rate structures and 
actual Cost of Service vs Rates collected. Revenue streams will probably need adjustment. 
11 Carey CIC held their second meeting, and discussion centered around two things. One is 
the actual process to obtain the promised funding from the village to kickstart Façade Improvement 
Program grant. Council discussion included funding in 2019, but that did not take place, so it will be 
eliminated. The $20,000 being discussed now is 2020 funding. The CIC will need to submit an invoice 
for $20,000 to the Administrator for processing and payment. Council also stressed the importance of 
follow through, inspection and proper documentation, receipts etc., before disbursing the funds.     
Styer motioned to give the CIC $20,000 for the 2020 budget year, seconded by Wick.  Roll Call Vote: 
Yes (5) Styer, Cole, C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher & Wick.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   
Park cameras at the recycling area will be able to be viewed at dispatch.   
 
Legislation: 
The Mayor read the following legislation: 
Ordinance No. 2019-31 – An ordinance establishing the personnel and policy procedure manual for the 
Village of Carey, Ohio and repealing ordinances and resolutions in conflict therewith.  First Reading.  
Styer motioned to approve the first reading, seconded by Wick as long as the changes were made that 
were agreed upon in the previous meeting.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (5) Styer, Cole, C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher 
& Wick.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   
Ordinance No. 2020-01 – An ordinance repealing sections 549.02, 549.03, 549.04, 549.05, 549.06, 
549.07, 549.08, 549.09, and 549.10, of the codified ordinances of the Village of Carey, Ohio, relating 
to the ownership, possession, purchase, other acquisition, transport, storage, carrying, sale, other 
transfer, manufacture, taxation, keeping, and reporting of loss or theft of firearms, their components, 
and their ammunition, and declaring an emergency.  Collins explained that the state legislature revised 
a law which requires local governments to repeal any local legislation concerning firearms.  The 
Village is still protected by the state legislation firearms laws.  Wick motioned to approve the first 
reading of the ordinance, seconded by Styer.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (5) Styer, Cole, C. Fletcher, A. 
Fletcher & Wick.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.  C. Fletcher motioned to suspend the rules, 
seconded by Cole.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (5) Styer, Cole, C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher & Wick.  No (0), 
Abstain (0), motion approved.  Wick motioned to adopt the ordinance, seconded by Cole.  Roll Call 
Vote: Yes (5) Styer, Cole, C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher & Wick.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   
 
Other Business: Cole motioned to approve a Village credit card for Police Chief Brettrager, seconded 
by Wick.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (5) Styer, Cole, C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher & Wick.  No (0), Abstain (0), 
motion approved.  Discussed sidewalks and lighting on Worrello Street.  The pavers will be done this 
week.  Beautification cleaned up Christmas display the gazebo.  Starting in January only red recycling 
bins will be accepted for curbside recycling.  Recycling drop off is available.  A grant is being pursued 
for a splashpad to go in at the park near the pool where the volleyball court is.  Vaughn’s is holding a 
fundraiser to help with the funding of the splashpad project.  Chief Snyder stated that the new console 
and monitor will be installed and training on the new MARCS system will begin.  Received another 
MARCS grant for the operating fee for this year as well.   
 



Styer motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Cole.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (5) Styer, Cole, C. 
Fletcher, A. Fletcher & Wick.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   
 
The next regular council meeting will be held on at 7:00pm, Monday, January 20, 2020.  
 
 
             
Fiscal Officer      Mayor 


