
Village of Carey - Minutes  
Meeting Date:  June 3, 2019 

 
The Village of Carey Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Rathburn presiding.  The 
meeting was called to order and followed by a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.  Council 
members Chase Fletcher, Anthony Fletcher, Dario Troiano, Mellisa Cole, Bob Styer and Jacob Wentz 
were present.   Employees in attendance were Police Chief Rich Kesler, Fiscal Officer Laura Ewing, 
Village Administrator Roy Johnson, Human Resources Michelle Fishbach, Income Tax/Utilities 
Supervisor Barb Thome, Public Works Director Brian Spencer, Village Assistant Administrator Nathan 
Curtis, WWTP Supervisor Jim Hunter, and Electric Department Supervisor Jeremy Traxler.  Reporters 
in attendance were Jim Maurer with The Courier, Andrew Wilson with the Daily Chief Union and Angie 
Huston with the Progressor Times.  Other visitors included John Courtney, Mary Lou Daring and 
Stanley Stombaugh. 
 
Minutes: Troiano motioned to approve the minutes from the regular council meeting on May 20, 2019, 
seconded by Cole.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (6) C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, Styer & Troiano.  No 
(0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   
 
Visitors:   Stombaugh encouraged council to consider allowing UTV’s to be licensed for street use.  
Suggested placing a sidewalk on Worrello St. It was discussed that the easement is not large enough for 
a sidewalk.  Spoke with the park board about handicapped signs missing at many pavilions and the pool.  
The Mayor stated that some areas are waiting to be striped.   
 
Daring stated that she would like to see the barriers at the park taken down and that drive be made into a 
one-way street.  Council discussed that those barriers were placed due to school traffic, infrastructure 
costs and safety.  Council also discussed that a sidewalk may be installed near there.  
 
Courtney was present to discuss the electric rate ordinance.  Suggested rolling six cents of the power 
supply cost into the base rates.  Fluctuations are based off power supply cost which changes by seasons.  
Suggested behind the meter generator SPP rates to be adapted.  Demand meters could reduce the energy 
requirement but not incur a demand charge reduction.  This will allow the net revenue to be maintained 
while still giving savings to those with behind the meter generators as well as protecting the demand 
charge.  Discussed that the ordinance addresses a 10kw limit for residents who would be reclassified 
from residential to small power rate.   
 

Administration:    
1 By way of update, we can report that the Carey CIC has been reinstated with the office of the Secretary 

of State. Further, the Auditor of State has been supplied with all the requested info for the 2017-2018 
audit. We have been verbally notified everything appears in order – but we are just waiting for their 
official notification of approval. 

2 The Carey Food Pantry is definitely interested in using the former Electric Shop and investigating 
required insurance to do so. When they have that arranged, they will begin cleanup & prep and then the 
public will be notified they’re ready to move.  

3 The AMI project remains on task, and orders are being manufactured. Weekly calls to keep all parties in 
the loop are occurring.  The final amendment has been made which lowers the cost. 

4 This item is twofold. Notifications will be going out to the first round of properties requiring new meter 
base and/or service upgrades prior to AMI installs.  ALSO, the next round of sidewalk letters will be 
sent out. Sidewalks will be marked (re-marked) as soon as weather permits. This includes all of North St 
and the rest of Findlay St that needs finished. 

5 The apprenticeship program has been approved for activation and one of Public Works’ crew will be 
transferring when he returns from co-maternity leave. Probably the 10th of July, but may be delayed until 
the 17th.  

6 We have received the CareyFest Sponsorship request for 2019. This is just notification of the intent to 
donate again for the 2019 Fest, just as we have done for the past five years. The donation amount 
remains $5,000 per ordinance 2017-08.  Wentz inquired what the Carey Fest does with its revenue from 
the festival.  It was discussed that various projects around the Village are completed using those funds.  
Styer motioned for the Village to contribute $5,00.00 to the Carey Fest, seconded by Wentz.  Roll Call 
Vote: Yes (6) C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, Styer & Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion 
approved.   

7 The OWDA Board met Thursday and reviewed and approved the loan for the WWTP. They accepted 
our revisions and had been given all the requested info in advance. Now we wait for contracts to sign 
locally and return to get everything moving.  This is for $10.3million on a 25 year note.  Discussed that 
the village will be spending funds out of the 302 fund for engineering, contingencies and the vac truck.  
Financing will cover the construction portion of the project.  Also discussed change orders, the new vac 
truck price and how it is equipped.  Spencer discussed that the annual maintenance will be taken care of 
by the vendor.   

8. Just a reminder that the Carey Area Chamber is once again sponsoring the local Salute To Business, in 
effort to support our members and local business in and around Carey. They invite you to THINK 



LOCAL FIRST! And patronize the Carey Chamber members. We want to create an environment that 
encourages folks to shop locally. Please visit their establishments and learn more about services and/or 
products available right here in Carey.  

9. This item is once again a repeat but nonetheless is an important message for our younger citizens. I am 
referring to the Carey Bicycle Safety Rodeo. It will be held at the Carey Sr Depot parking lot on 
Tuesday June 18 (the same day as the Library’s Fun Day) from 1 PM until 4 PM. For more details, or to 
volunteer, contact the Carey Chamber Director, Cassie Carlson.  

10.With the heavy rain over the weekend, 4.6 inches on Saturday and through the night time hours, we had 
surprisingly few areas reporting issues. The problems out in Snyder Park East and Snyder Park West are 
notably some of the worst. Another is at the end of Frederick Street where the bottleneck is the tile bored 
under the RR track.  Alternate mechanical means may be needed to give permanent relief to those areas.  
Discussed that in the past a water retention area has been discussed but no action was ever taken.   

11.There was a short term power outage Saturday evening, in the midst an extremely heavy string of 
electrical storms lumbering along an area stretching from Illinois to Pennsylvania. We have not heard 
specific confirmation on the cause, but judging by the time involved it appeared to be AEP’s switchgear 
operating to protect the system from damage, then resetting itself. Discussed that the siren at the waste 
water treatment plant is not working correctly.  Wentz suggested replacing it with a new siren. 

12.The PWD requested that we notify the public the standpipe will be back in service by the end of this 
week. Touch will be done on the exterior, but the interior will be complete. 

13.Another note from the PWD is to remind citizens that the OLC Festival will take place on Sunday June 
15, which means Clay Street will be closed from S Lake to S Muncie for their car show.     

 
Legislation: Mayor Rathburn gave readings for the following Ordinances. 
 
Ordinance No. 2019-12 – An Ordinance providing for the adopting of an excise tax of three percent (3%) 

on hotel lodging in the Village of Carey, Ohio.  Third and final reading.  Wentz motioned to adopt the 
Ordinance, seconded by Troiano.   Roll Call Vote: Yes (6) C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, Styer 
& Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   

 
Ordinance No. 2019-14 – An Ordinance amending Chapter 953.04 of the Codified Ordinances of the 

Village of Carey, Ohio; entitled, ‘Cemeteries’, to increase the minimum foundation and marker 
installation costs to reflect a forty dollar ($40) surcharge above minimum cost charged to the Village.  
Third and final reading.  Styer motioned to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Wentz.  Roll Call Vote: 
Yes (6) C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, Styer & Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   

 
Styer motioned to take from the table Ordinance No. 2019-15, seconded by Cole.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (6) 

C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, Styer & Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   
 
Ordinance No. 2019-15 – An Ordinance amending Chapter 933.04 of the Codified Ordinances of the 

Village of Carey, Ohio; entitled “Rates”.  Wentz asked Traxler if 10kwh would be a lot for a resident to 
use.  Traxler stated that 10kwh would be a large amount for a resident to use.  Wentz motioned to 
approve the first reading of the Ordinance, seconded by Styer.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (6) C. Fletcher, A. 
Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, Styer & Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   

 
Ordinance No. 2019-16 – An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 2019-03, setting permanent 

appropriations for current expenses and other expenditures of the Village of Carey for the fiscal year 
commencing January 1, 2019 and ending December 31, 2019, dispensing with the second and third 
readings, and declaring an emergency.   Discussed that the mosquito spraying increase was due to not 
receiving a grant, and that the water fund increase was for the overtime line.  Styer motioned to approve 
the first reading of the Ordinance, seconded by C. Fletcher.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (6) C. Fletcher, A. 
Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, Styer & Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.  C. Fletcher motioned to 
suspend the rules, seconded by Styer.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (6) C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, 
Styer & Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.  Styer motioned to adopt the Ordinance, 
seconded by C. Fletcher.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (6) C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, Styer & 
Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   

 
Ordinance No. 2019-17 – An Ordinance authorizing and directing the Village Administrator to purchase a 

Vac-Con truck and EW Wachs “potholer” at or below current state term pricing; make direct payment of 
expenses for engineering and project oversight; and to release funds necessary for approved contingency 
expenses, all related to funds for the construction of the new wastewater treatment plant (WWTP), 
without formal bidding and advertising, dispensing with the second and third readings, and declaring an 
emergency.  Troiano motioned to approve the first reading, seconded by Cole.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (6) 
C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, Styer & Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.  
Discussed that this needed passed by emergency in order to pay for the truck which is already in the 
Village’s possession.  C. Fletcher motioned to suspend the rules, seconded by Styer.  Roll Call Vote: 
Yes (6) C. Fletcher, A. Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, Styer & Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.  
Cole motioned to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Troiano.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (6) C. Fletcher, A. 
Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, Styer & Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   

 



Other Business: The Village received a $10,000 grant from the EPA for trail cameras at the park.  Bee 
Safe Securities has offered to install them and is working on securing an internet hook up.  Curtis will 
look into signage.  Wentz discussed a number of underage children driving golf carts on the streets.  
Chief Kesler instructed anyone witnessing underage driving to report it to the police department.  Daring 
asked when Memorial Park Boulevard would be started.  Mayor Rathburn stated that it should start this 
month and the sidewalk would be next spring.     
 
 
Wentz motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Cole.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (6) C. Fletcher, A. 
Fletcher, Cole, Wentz, Styer & Troiano.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   
 
The next regular council meeting will be held on at 7:00pm, Monday, June 17, 2019. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Council President Pro Tempore 
 
 
             
Fiscal Officer      Mayor 


