
 

Village of Carey - Minutes  

Meeting Date:  August 17, 2020 

 

The Village of Carey Council met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Rathburn presiding.  The 

meeting was called to order.  Council members Chase Fletcher, Bob Styer, Zack Wick, Anthony 

Fletcher and Melissa Cole were present.  The meeting was held on Zoom.  The meeting was open to the 

public online.  Anyone was able to follow on the Zoom website, app or by the call-in number.  Also in 

attendance were Administrator Nathan Curtis and Fiscal Officer Laura Ewing. 

 

Minutes: 

 motioned to approve the minutes from the August 3, 2020 meeting, seconded by .  Roll Call Vote: Yes 

(5) C. Fletcher, Styer, A. Fletcher, Wick & Cole.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   

 

Visitors:  Pete Latta from Jones & Henry gave a WWTP update.  It has been one year since the project 

has started and now the new plant is starting to operate.  The old plant is being decommissioned.  

Expecting to take another 30 – 60 days to work out all the bugs and kinks and will be at fully operational 

order.  The project is still on schedule and under budget.  Training from Jones & Henry and the 

equipment manufacturers is taking place.  The residents should not experience any interruption of 

service, but could possibly experience an improvement in the collection service.   

 

Administrator:  

1. ODOT returned to us the results of the speed test that took place between the 

school and Sheridan. The average speed in the area was 48.5mph. Thus, they do 

not see the need to lower the speed limit in the area because it did not meet their 

criteria.  

2. W. South St. culvert project started this week. The additional cost that was added 

was $3,985 (total $33,985). This was to pay for the additional concrete that would 

be needed and removal of the old pipe. 

3. I am happy to say that the structures and surfacing have been installed at the 

splash pad over the past week and will be up and operational this week. We are 

still seeking donations toward the splash pad if anyone would like to donate. 

4. Also, the Grove street waterline project is nearing completion.  

5. Lastly, the Carey Municipal Pool’s last day will be August 22.  The splashpad 

will stay open until late September/early October. 

6. Chief Taylor has requested ordering two cars and paying for the second cruiser in 

2021 when it comes in.  Styer asked if the cruisers could be purchased out of the 

capital improvement fund.  Ewing stated that yes, they could be paid through that 

fund.  Styer requested, and the Chief gave, current vehicle statistics.  Styer 

motioned to approve the ordering of two new police cruisers, seconded by C. 

Fletcher.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (5) C. Fletcher, Styer, A. Fletcher, Wick & Cole.  

No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved 

7. Met with ODOT about Safe Routes to School.  The amount for the pathways 

came back at a higher price than expected.  Since there were two addons, it was 

discussed taking out the Crabapple sidewalk which would save around 

$22,000.00.  It’s something that could be added in the future.  Styer favored 

bidding out at the lesser amount.  The Mayor suggested having it bid as the whole 



project because that is such a large connecting area.  Styer asked if we could have 

the project bid in pieces.  A. Fletcher asked if we could bid it as a whole and as a 

split project.  Curtis stated that he will ask ODOT about our options.  Wick asked 

if we could reject an initial bid and have it rebid.  Curtis stated that could be an 

option.  Wick agreed with A. Fletcher’s suggestion.   

8. Labor Day Week September 7th will be pushed back Tuesday, Wednesday & 

Thursday.   

 

Legislation:  

1st  Reading: 

Ordinance No. 2020-07 – An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 2020-02, setting permanent 

appropriations for current expenses and other expenditures of the Village of Carey for the fiscal 

year commencing January 1, 2020 and ending December 31, 2020, dispensing with the second 

and third readings, and declaring an emergency.  Wick asked what the adjustment is for.  Chief 

stated that the change will help in funding equipment upgrades like tasers, body cams, in car 

cams and software upgrades.  Styer motioned to approve the reading, seconded by C. Fletcher.  

Roll Call Vote: Yes (5) C. Fletcher, Styer, A. Fletcher, Wick & Cole.  No (0), Abstain (0), 

motion approved.  Wick motioned to suspend the readings, seconded by Styer.  Roll Call Vote: 

Yes (5) C. Fletcher, Styer, A. Fletcher, Wick & Cole.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.  

Styer motioned to adopt the ordinance, seconded by C. Fletcher.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (5) C. 

Fletcher, Styer, A. Fletcher, Wick & Cole.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved 

 

3rd Reading: 

Ordinance No. 2020-06 – An Ordinance creating a force account policy for all roadway improvements in 

the Village of Carey.  Styer motioned to adopt the ordinance, seconded by Wick.    Roll Call Vote: Yes 

(5) C. Fletcher, Styer, A. Fletcher, Wick & Cole.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved 

 

Other: 

Styer asked how the audit is going.  Ewing stated that they are still gathering information.  Styer also 

asked if there are any plans for paving or patching.  Curtis stated that there is nothing scheduled.  Trick or 

Treat was brought up for members to start thinking about as well as any other upcoming fall events.  

Trick or Treat has already been set at October 31st with a rain date of November 1st.  A time was not yet 

decided.  The event will stay on the agenda to be further discussed as the pandemic guidelines change.  

Wick asked about getting sidewalks repaired.  Curtis stated that he will have Brian Spencer take a look at 

the place in question.  Wick asked about the power sales difference.  Curtis explained that it was the shut 

down of the factories from the pandemic that caused such a large drop.  The Mayor stated that the 

Electric Supervisor will look into why there was such a large increase in March.  Styer asked how much 

of a change there was in the power sales from the factories shutting down.  Curtis stated it was around 

35%.  Styer asked for a dollar amount.  Ewing stated that she would get him that information,  Wick 

asked if there was any additional info on the water tower work.  Spencer stated that they would be 

working on the exterior of the towers, starting with the water works stand pipe next year.  Styer asked 

about the SRO for the schools.  Chief stated that the department is discussing plans with the schools now.   

 

Styer motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Cole.  Roll Call Vote: Yes (5) C. Fletcher, Styer, A. 

Fletcher, Wick & Cole.  No (0), Abstain (0), motion approved.   

 

The next regular council meeting will be held on at 7:00pm, September 8th , on Zoom.   

 

             

Fiscal Officer      Mayor 


